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Emerson Wilder  Cecilia (Lia) Joy ~ Shiloh Elizabeth Juliet Jo

1/3/2021 2/20/2021 4/17/2021 5/19/2021

George Hines ‘04 & Stephanie Joe Cullen & Bethany Stripp ‘08 Ty Monroe & Summer Bouma ‘01 Greg Livingston & Sylvia Schering ‘11
Josephine Banks Ayla Mae Hudson James Simon Ray

5/24/2021 6/5/2021 8/15/2021 8/21/2021

Taylor West & Maria Havenaar ‘00 John Carl Gustafson & Doug Pittman & Johanna Dykhuis ‘06 Doug VanderHulst & Jessa Valk ‘09

Kalee Youngblood ‘08

Zara Ketina Madison Elaine Reuben Henry Milovan Sava Martin
9/2/2021 9/17/2021 10/23/2021 11/1/2021
Lloyd Masarira & Kelly Haseman ‘08 Jake Webb ‘13 & Matt Proos & Janelle Ausema ‘02 Milan Simic & Helen Karsten ‘01

Stephanie VanderLugt ‘13
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Alumni Weddings

Kelsey VanerPloeg 1 Chelsea Muller-Westra ‘04 Ben Brouwer ‘10

James McHenry Jared Scripture ‘08 Chase Hoekwater Emily Sykes
Married 10-10-2020 Married 2-1-2021 Married 2-7-2021 Married 5-15-2021

Kaitlin Feddema ‘10 Lexi VanDyke ‘19 Michelle Lilek ‘12 Samantha Beebe ‘15
Austin Sandin Jake Disselkoen Andrew McCulloch Sam Mast
Married 5-22-2021 Married 6-19-2021 Married 6-2021 Married 7-23-2021

Morgan Locker ‘14 Hannah Hendriksen ‘13 Ailina Plemmons ‘16
Tyler Pierson Josh Moote ‘12 Kyle Schreur Ryan Wunderly ‘16
Married 9-4-2021 Married 9-18-2021 Married 10-9-2021 Engaged/Wedding in Summer 2022
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“The LORD longs to be gracious

to you; therefore He will rise up to
show you compassion. For the LORD
is a God of justice. Blessed are all
who wait for Him! ”

Isaiah 30:18 (NLT)

Conservation and Creation
Caring with Cole VanOosten

Cole VanOosten (‘15) says no two days are ever really the same as a DNR
conservation officer in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Some of his job
duties include fisheries and wildlife enforcement; marine, ORV, and
snowmobile enforcement; and general law enforcement. Cole also assists
people in various emergency situations: search and rescues, active drownings,
plane crashes, and medical emergencies. Last May Cole and another
Conservation Officer (CO) helped rescue a lost angler and just two

months later assisted with the rescue of two boaters on Lake Huron.

While he may not have a “typical day” on the job, he definitely practices
creation caring principles on a daily basis. The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources’ mission statement reflects these principles, stating
it is “committed to the conservation, protection, management, use and
enjoyment of the state’s natural and cultural resources for current and
future generations.”

Reflecting on his formative years at KCS, Cole shares, “| feel like every
teacher influenced me positively in one way or another.” He says that high
school science teachers Steve Dyk and Jeff Offringa had the greatest impact
on him in the area of creation caring. “Not only did they teach me a lot about
the sciences and how the natural processes work together, but they also did
it from a biblical point of view, which | am still grateful for to this day.”

One of Cole’s favorite memories at KCHS was “executing possibly the
greatest senior prank in Kalamazoo Christian history.” He and his buddies
bought a car off of Craig’s List and put it on the roof of the high school, along
with an 18-foot statue of then principal, B.J. Huizinga. He also has fond
memories of the trip to Kenya with THE Mr. Steve Dyk.

Following graduation in 2015, Cole studied Fisheries and Wildlife
Management at Lake Superior State University in Sault Ste. Marie. He was
accepted into the Conservation Officer Academy at the end of his junior year.
At the Academy, Cole completed a year-long training to become a CO. His
class started with 32 recruits and ended with only 23 officers. While the
training was rigorous, Cole shares that a high standard is important, as COs
often work alone. But he is also grateful for the great officers he works with
who assist with enforcement and emergency situations.

Cole says that the year-long CO training and probationary period was the
most challenging but also one of the most rewarding experiences of his

life. The most enjoyable aspects of his job are being able to help others and
also help protect the natural resources that are threatened by overuse and
illegal activity. He also enjoys being outdoors pretty much every day, having
a flexible schedule so that he can spend time with his wife Ashley (Miller, ‘14)
married in April 2019.

Cole’s career lives out the creation-caring theme at KCS. “As a CO, you really
get to see the negative impacts that improper use of natural resources can
cause. We are fortunate enough to have the opportunity to protect resources
that can’t protect themselves, and it is an honor to do so.”



Hab1tat for Humanity Retiree
~ iassl Dirk Holkeboer

Dirk Holkeboer (‘73) retired from his 33-year
career with Habitat for Humanity on June 30,
2021. During his time with Habitat, Dirk served
as the executive director of three local chapters
(Miami, FL, Holland, MI, Visalia, CA) and worked
for Habitat for Humanity International as the
Assistant Director of Habitat’s annual Jimmy
Carter Work Projects and as an affiliate
consultant.

After graduation from KCHS, Dirk attended
Calvin College (‘77) and received a J.D. degree
from Wayne State University. Before joining

) Habitat for Humanity at its headquarters in
Georgia, Dirk worked for a federal judge and for the law firm of Miller Canfield.

“l did not start out with a sense of calling for affordable housing when | joined

Habitat in 1988 but came to realize the importance of a ‘decent place to live’ to
developing the stability and strength of low-income families and to the health
of our communities.”

A May 18, 2021 article in The Sentinel of Hanford, CA noted, “Holkeboer’s
leadership was put to the test during COVID-19, where social distancing
measures had to be taken in order to work effectively. Starting in June 2020,
they were building under the new guidelines. This meant coordinating 75
volunteers building a house from the ground up while ensuring all were
masked, standing apart when possible, and having the necessary sanitation
stations in place at all times.”

Dirk and his wife, Betsy Murphy, live in Visalia, California. When they moved to
Visalia in 2002, Dirk was surprised to find that one of his favorite high school
teachers, Rev. Herman Minnema, also had made the move to California where
his son Murray lived. They enjoyed a couple of delightful visits before Rev.
Minnema passed away several years ago.

Thank you Dirk for your faithful service, and best wishes for a happy retirement!

Calling All Alumni

We know you love looking at the babies and happy wedding days as
much as the Torch team enjoys gathering them.

We invite you to join us in creating more smiles. Please reach out to the
association office to share any new alumni news.

Please contact us at: alumni@kcsa.org
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Class of 65

The Class of 65 had their reunion on
September 13, 2021

Class of 51

Eight members of the Kalamazoo Christian
High School class of 1951 gathered for a
70-year reunion luncheon on September 15,
2021, at Four Roses Café in Plainwell. Class
members shared past memories and updates
on their lives. They also recognized class
members who have passed on. The meeting
closed with the singing of the class song,

“0 Jesus | Have Promised.”

Babies

Marriages

In Memory Of
Lifetime Achievements
Mission Trips

Alumni Reunions
Change of Address
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2121 Stadium Drive, Kalamazoo, Ml 49008 PERMIT #753

KALAMAZOO CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Undeniably Christian. Academically Excellent.

Kids=

for tuition assistance at Kalamazoo Christian Schools

When: Saturday, April 30th @ 5 PM Save The Date
Where: High School Gymnasium .
$30gForEachTi:ket. Annual Meetlng
Divwer calored 57 / Za%(z}s Cafafwy -
Monday, April llth
7PM-9PM
High School Gym

You can contact Mary Denison at mdenison@kcsa.org to donate,
or Tricia Williams at Striciawilliams@gmail.com to volunteer.

Current families and constituents who have given in the past
year are invited to attend the Annual Meeting.




